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God created you to work and to serve, and that’s a good thing. 

 

If you look back at life before sin, you’ll find work and service there. When God created Adam and 

Eve, it wasn’t for them to lounge around. As He worked to serve them, they were to work by caring 

for creation and by serving one another. This is important: before there was sin in the world, there 

was work and service. It was easier back then, as work wouldn’t be bothered by thorns and thistles 

and the like; but even today, God has created you and me to work and serve. This means that, as a 

Christian, whatever you do is a holy calling given by God. It’s not that pastors have a sacred calling 

while others have secular jobs; if you’re a Christian, your vocation is holy and God-given. 

 

Now, if work and service are gifts from God, you can bet that the devil is going to do his best to ruin 

those gifts. He’s also going to do his best to ruin your perception of them. Look at the popular notion 

of work today: a job is something you have to have Monday through Friday so that you can get the 

days off to do what you really want to do. The point of work isn’t to serve: the point of work is to get 

through it so that you can get to what you want to do. Furthermore, the point of work is to earn the 

money to buy more stuff to fill up the time when you’re doing what you want to do. Now, if that’s 

your view of work, you’re not going to see it as a holy vocation, but a hassle. Instead of rejoicing in 

the quality and craftsmanship of a product or service, it’s going to be easy to do a shoddy job. 

Instead of demands by employees for the right to do a better job and produce a higher quality 

product, you’ll find employees demanding fewer hours and better pay, which is pretty much where 

our society has gotten to. It only feels natural to see work as a necessary evil; and when you feel 

restless and bored, you’ll be tempted to believe that the solution to your boredom is…more leisure 

time! But put that aside for a moment and consider: wouldn’t it be better if your work was God-

given, the vocation He has put you in for you to serve? Wouldn’t it be better if the weekend was a 

time that refreshed and prepared you to return to that holy vocation you wanted to do? That’s how it 

is, once you’re set free from the sins of sloth and selfishness. It’s another good reason to repent when 

you find yourself resenting the prospect of going to work. 

 

Remember: God created you to work, and God created you to serve. We’ll add one more: God 

created you to give. 

 

Giving is part of serving. As God gives us to do to serve others, so He also gives us to give to serve 

others. Where the Lord gives us an abundance of things or wealth, He also gives us the opportunity 

to support church and charity, to help our neighbor, to assist a relative in need. God created us to 

give. 

 

Now, if we’re tempted to deny that work is a gift from God, it’s going to be that much easier to deny 

that giving is a gift from God. It’s all too easy to see giving as an ugly test that comes with salvation, 
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as in, “I have to give so that I can prove I’m not guilty of being greedy.” When someone speaks of 

your “privilege” of giving, you’re always going to wonder if they’re actually launching a strategy of 

getting; and sadly, there’s little doubt that many in this world — some scurrilous preachers included 

— are trying to get you to give so that they can avoid an honest day’s work. There’s also the 

temptation to believe that giving is only for the wealthy, and that’s not us. But that’s a relative 

statement: while no one here is on any Fortune 500 lists, neither is anyone here in the poorest 80% of 

the world population. 

 

God created us to give, which is why the devil will do his best to prevent you from giving to others. 

Beware, too, because greed acts much like sloth. The less you give, the less you want to give; the 

more you keep, and the more you’ll focus on keeping. The more you focus on keeping, the more 

restless you feel about what you have; and rather than seeing the proper solution — giving, the more 

you’ll be inclined to believe that happiness will be found in gathering more things for yourself. 

 

Thus we hear of the Macedonians in today’s epistle lesson. The Christians in Macedonia were 

afflicted and poverty-stricken. Yet, hearing of others in need, they rejoiced to help by giving from 

what they had. By the grace of God, they understood that God had created them to give; and by the 

grace of God, they were set free to give, even though they themselves were hardly the wealthiest in 

town, much less the world. Where Paul and the others might have balked at taking their offerings for 

those in need, they insisted that they receive the gift with urgency.  

 

Even then, though, there was sensibility. Even as Paul wrote in praise of the Macedonians, he also 

wrote of equality, and that Christians shouldn’t give so much that they would send themselves into 

poverty. It didn’t make sense for them to put themselves in need of assistance. Rather, he said, we 

should give to supply the lack of others — especially to help out other Christians in need. However, 

the idea is not to become poor, but that all might be taken care of. 

 

So there’s a lesson for the day: God has created you to give; and on a side note, you’ll likely feel far 

less restless when you are doing what God has created you to do. How much should you give? He 

doesn’t give percentages or amounts. Rather, as you see needs arise — be it disaster relief after a 

hurricane or the weekly treasurer’s report in the bulletin, you’re created to help and to serve as you 

can. 

 

That being the lesson, here’s the Law: what would keep you from giving? What would prevent you 

from doing what God has created you to do? It might be fear, fear that if you give you may end up 

not having enough for yourself. If that is the case, remember to be sensible in what you give and 

what you keep, but also be careful that fear is not the master who dictates what you do, because fear 

is a terrible idol to have. It might be selfishness: you have plans for some luxuries in life, and you’d 

rather spend your money on those. While luxuries are not intrinsically sinful, take care that 

selfishness is not defeating your God-given desire to give and to serve. It might be a restless feeling 

that you need more than you have because you are not satisfied; but contentment springs not from 

having much, but from doing what God has given you to do. It may be that you feel that giving to a 

certain need is money ill-spent; but that’s hardly an excuse to give nowhere, for there will always be 

plenty of other needs around. 

 

So God has created us to work and to serve and to give. But with all those temptations out there and 

that sinful nature within, we’ll never work and serve and give as we ought. As we do our best to do 

these things, we will likely avoid much of the restive desperation that haunts those who live only for 
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ourselves, but our best efforts are still hardly enough to earn eternal life. That is why, although Paul 

praises the generosity of the Macedonians, he speaks of this all the much more: “But as you abound 

in everything — in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all diligence, and in your love for us — see that 

you abound in this grace also.” See that you abound in grace, says Paul. What does he mean? He 

means that while it is good to abound in giving, it is far more important to abound in God’s gift of 

grace. One can give billions to various causes and perhaps even make the world a better place; but if 

his sins are not forgiven, then he loses all because he has forfeited his soul.  

 

Therefore, dear brother and sisters in Christ, abound all the more in this: “You know the grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His 

poverty might become rich.” You rejoice today, because when the Lord created you to work and 

serve and give, He was creating you in His own image — an image lost after the Fall into sin. In His 

love for you, the Lord Jesus Christ took on the poverty of human flesh — quite the step down when 

you’ve been the Son of God from eternity. Then, as both God and man, He worked for your eternal 

life. He served you by living a perfect life, to give you the credit for it; and He served you by going 

to the cross. There, He gave: He gave up His body to death and shed His blood so that you could be 

forgiven for all of your sins. He gave up His life so that you might become rich — rich in grace, rich 

in faith, and rich because the kingdom of heaven is yours in Christ forever. You saw the Lord’s 

giving today in the baptisms of Nicolas and Noah: there, by water and the Word, Jesus has given 

them forgiveness, life and salvation forever.  

 

So you rejoice this day. God created you to work and to serve and to give: therefore, your labors 

each day are what He has given you to do. Where sin sought to destroy those gifts and even rob you 

of life, Christ died to redeem you, to set you free from sin. Therefore, you are set free to work and to 

serve and to give; therefore, your labors each day are holy, because they are sanctified by God. But 

all the more, you rejoice in this: while sin still taints your work and your service and your giving, 

this does not harm your salvation — because your salvation doesn’t depend on your work and your 

service and your giving. Salvation is yours on account of Jesus Christ, because He has worked and 

served and given and lived and died for you. 

 

Therefore, in whatever you do, you rejoice this day to be God’s holy people, doing what He has 

given you to do — because you are forgiven for all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 


